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industry. With man-power drawn off to the armed forces,
and with the increased and always increasing demand for
munitions, women had to take the place of men. They were
admitted to the factories, and the Trade Unions agreed,
in the interests of the,nation, to " dilution ". This meant
that unskilled labour was allowed in industries and occupa-
tions hitherto reserved for skilled workers. Women also
worked on the land, drove trains, acted as postmen, and in
every way helped to set men free for work women could
not do.

The Western Front throughout this period was the scene
of continuous bombardment. As such a form of warfare
had not been foreseen, there were no proper " dug-outs "
or trenches, and the men suffered greatly from cold and
above all from mud in the winter. Yet it was in this area that
both sides hoped for decisive victory.

first the Germans made a violent attack on the French at
Verdun (February to August, 1916), and to the French this war in
was the great struggle of the war. They held out against all France
the massed attacks of the Germans, despite appalling casual- verdun
ties.   Over 400,000 Frenchmen were killed in the defence
of Verdun, but they showed that the Germans could not
batter their way through.

Then the Allies launched their attack along the river
Somme*    Again thousands upon thousands of men were The
killed, and gigantic quantities of munitions were used up, Somme
but small advance was made.  Indeed, as became clear later,
such terrific bombardment of any ground by high-explosive
shells reduced the terrain to such a condition that no army
could advance across it. The Germans were, so Ludendorff
reported, " absolutely exhausted " by these struggles, but
they withdrew their lines and were thus able to continue the
war.

The Russians at this time made one final effort to help
their allies;   they attacked the Austrians in the east and Russia
won some successes, while the Italians harassed them by